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Introduction

· Motivation: why did I chose this particular person?
· I chose Christiaan Huygens because I think he is a very interesting person and I wanted to know more about him. 

· About the essay: What am I going to tell?
· As I told in the content, I am going to write about Christiaan Huygens. I’ll tell about the main events of his life, how people thought about him, and how people think about him. I’ll also tell why he is a great man and the most important reason for this. I will end this essay with a conclusion. 
	
· Who is Christiaan Huygens? 
· Christiaan Huygens was born in 1629. Christiaan was interested in science and experiments from an early age. He studied law and math at university. He was the son of a diplomat who was also interested in mathematical thinking. Huygens and his brother made a telescope through which Huygens found the first moon of Saturn, Titan in 1655. In 1656 he worked out the shape of the ring of Saturn. He invented the first clock worked by a pendulum in 1656. Huygens also worked on mathematical ideas. He was the first person which worked through the mathematical theory of probability. He was asked to join the Royal Society. He spread his ideas by discussions in societies likes this, by publishing them. 
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The main events of his life.
[image: http://images.fineartamerica.com/images-medium-large/1-christiaan-huygens-dutch-physicist-sheila-terry.jpg]The main events of his life are that Christiaan lived and studied in England and France. In 1666 he became the first director of the France scientific academy. This name shows how important the work of Huygens was and how valuable his ideas were for science. He was also asked to join the Royal Society. From 18681 until his death he lived in his family house Hofwijck in Voorburg and in The Hague. 

How people thought of Christiaan Huygens.
People in his time thought him to be the leading figure when we talk about mathematics. A friend of Huygens father wrote to him: If he continues this way, he will one day be even greater than Archimedes. (A famous Greek thinker). They didn’t liked it that he couldn’t admit that he was wrong sometimes and that’s why they kicked him out the scientific academy later. But later he came on the banknote of 25 gulden. Scientists were jealous on him because he discovered the answers to questions which they thought about for months/years.  

How people think of Christiaan Huygens.
[image: http://www.staff.science.uu.nl/~gent0113/huygens/images/ct/ct_4_nl.jpg]People in our time think he was a very smart person. Huygens is very important for the Dutch Science history in the Golden Age. He discovered all kind of things which are proved to be true. He even thought that there is life on other planets, this is not proved yet but scientist thinks he’s right again. We have learned a lot of things from the theories of Huygens and we still use his inventions. Because of him we know a lot more about the universe and mathematics. 

[image: http://amazing-space.stsci.edu/resources/explorations/groundup/lesson/scopes/huygens/graphics/tele_huygens_big.jpg]Why Christiaan Huygens is a great man.
There are many reasons for calling him a great man, because Christiaan invented a lot of things which are still useful right now. He discovered Saturn’s rings. People thought that the rings were kind of ears but he discovered that it was a thin flat ring around the planet. He also discovered the telescope and the glass were you could see 50x bigger with. With this telescope they found area details of the planet Mars. But the longer the telescope the better you could see, so people made very long telescopes until they broke because of the weight in the middle. Huygens had again a solution for this, he designed a telescope without a tube. He was just that smart that he found answers to everything he once examined. 

[image: http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/56/H6_clock.jpg/220px-H6_clock.jpg]The most important reason why he is a great man.
The most important of those reasons is that he invented the pendulum. In that time was timing on sea very important. That wasn’t invented yet so Huygens started to think about that problem. He invented a pendulum. In 1656 his pendulum became publical. And in 1673 he wrote a book "Horologium Oscillatorium" published in Paris, it discussed the mathematics surrounding pendulum motion and the law of centrifugal force for uniform circular motion. This invention made measuring much easier, and we still use the same formula for clocks. Scientist learned a lot from the discoveries of Huygens. 

Conclusion
In conclusion Christiaan Huygens was one of the most important scientist of the 17th century. He invented a lot and with most of his inventions he helped himself and other scientist to discover new inventions. When we look at the inventions of the Huygens, then we see that there is almost no discovery in the 17th century of science which is not discovered by him. 

List of my used sources
In my essay I used the following sources.
-Scholieren	-Entoen.nu 	–Wikipedia	-Het klokhuis –Digging deeper, Jane and Paul Shuter, 2008.
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Sterren kijken
Samen met zijn broer Constantijn
had Christiaan een hobby: het sljpen
van lenzen voor microscopen en te-
lescopen. Ze bedachten zelf een len.
zenslijpmachine. De telescopen van
(Christiaan waren veel beter dan die
van andere onderzoekers en 7o ont-
dekte hij dat de planeet Saturnus een
maan had. Ook zag hj als eerste dat
e rare viekken nasst Saturnus geen
ortjes waren, maar een losse ring die
om de planeet draide.
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Slingeruurwerk
In het begin van de 17e eeuw bestond
er nog geen goede Kok. Om sterren
te bestuderen was het belangrijk om
de tjd precies te weten. Vooral op zee,
omdat je dan kon uitrekenen waar je
was. Chrstizan Huygens ontdekte
dat een slinger er altjd even lang over
doet om van links naar rechts en weer
terug te bewegen. Hij gebruikte de
slinger in een Klok en vond 70 in 1656
de slingerklok uit. Helaas werkte de
slingerklok iet goed op zee.
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Nog meer uitvindingen
Christiaan Huygens heeft nog veel
meer uitgevonden. Bijvoorbeeld cen
buskruitmotor, een windkrachtmeter,
een hoogtemeter, cen barometer, een
waterpasmeter, cen dieptemeter, een
luchtpomp en een toverlantaarn. Ook
bedacht hij een betere vering voor een
vituig, zodat het minder hard stui-
terde op de weg.
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